THE  LETTERS   OF   KING  HENRY  VIII

earnestly execute as we have willed them to do, yet we doubt not
but they will be induced by your good dexterity and handling in
part to follow our advice in those letters comprised, that is to say,
in assembling themselves in a place of surety as nigh to Edin-
burgh as they may, and there to stay and parliament with the
said Governor and Cardinal, touching both our affairs and their
surety, till such time as they shall know further of our mind and
pleasure.    Wherefore, remembering your advertisement of the
number of horsemen put in areadiness in the countries within
your commission, amounting to 15,000 spears and archers on
horseback and moe, who have by you already commandment to
repair to you within 24 hours warning, and that it is reason-
ably to be judged that 8,000 of that number, suddenly assembled
by you upon pretence to make a road upon the Humes and Carrs,
might shortly and with speed pass through to Edinburgh, with
such provision for victual as we doubt not you will make for
eight or ten days, in which time the matter shall be faict or faille,
without any resistance to be made by the power of Scotland not
warned thereof before, and being so lately dissevered: we have
debated this matter with our Council here and think it feasible,
they having dismissed the rest of their men, saving a few besides
their household servants, that you may either surprise the town
of Edinburgh and the Governor and Cardinal within the same,
with this number of eight thousand horsemen under your conduct
and leading, with such captains as you shall appoint to have
charge under you, whereof my Lord Warden to be one if you
think it so convenient; or else to burn the town and as much
of the rest of the countries of such as be our enemies, sparing
as nigh as you can our friends and their adherents, as you can
coming homeward.   Which enterprise as we judge, speedily set
forth by your foresight, dexterity, and wisdom, can have no let
or impediment to hinder the same or any part thereof, unless they
shall fly by sea; for which purpose we would that you shall
immediately rig out five or six ships out of Newcastle and
Berwick, to enter in to the Firth, and there to stay their passage,
and also all such as would come to their aid; or else shall fly
away by Stirling, which they that be of our part may easily then
let if they list.   And as touching the chief and principal ground;;